
CRITIQUE OF VISUAL ASPECTS OF FUNCTIONAL DESIGN 
Objective:  
 

• To demonstrate your understanding of evaluation criteria presented in class. 
• To demonstrate your ability to observe visual aspects of designed objects critically and offer 

balanced, objective discussion based on the criteria provided.  
• To demonstrate that you understand the distinction between objective measures of design 

success, and personal taste. 
 
Procedure:  
 
You will objectively discuss three designed objects in terms of their strengths and weaknesses. The 
description will be based on the criteria for evaluation of functional design as presented in the 
lectures on structural and applied decorative design. Refer to your notes and the online textbook  
for these criteria. 
 
Select three images (or take pictures) of three different functional designs, one for each of the three 
categories listed below. Select only one item per category: You select the best example for each; 
that is, do not submit a group of objects in a given category.  Be sure that you have selected an 
example which you can discuss in terms of both positive and negative qualities, based on the 
given criteria. 
 
The images can be clipped from ads, print or online catalogues, or photographed if you have an 
actual object you wish to use for this exercise.  Do not use images found via the Web Textbook or 
shown in class. Since color and detail are essential parts of the design analysis no drawings or black 
and white photocopies will be accepted. Color copies are OK. Identify the source/publication date 
of each clipping. The item must be from a source less than six months old. 
 
The items you select can be almost anything, but must be three dimensional objects that have a 
utilitarian function and include applied decorative design features; that is, not intended primarily to 
function as works of art, or as purely decorative items such as wall paper, textile patterns, or as 
display props not intended for serious use. Each example must exhibit BOTH structural and applied 
decorative design. Possible examples to choose might be furniture, small appliances, tools, clothing, 
accessories, or anything else that is designed for a utilitarian purpose, so long as they have aesthetic 
as well as utilitarian qualities. 
 
The descriptions should amount to no more than 1/2 page each. No more than 1/2 page will be 
read, and you will be graded on only that 1/2 page! Limit yourself to brief statements of the most 
important characteristics-- it is not even necessary to do so in complete sentences, so long as your 
points are clearly made. It is NOT NECESSARY to mention all of the criteria discussed in class-- 
select the most telling and relevant points. 
 
The descriptions may be handwritten (NEATLY AND LEGIBLY) or typed. The statement should 
be on the same piece of paper as the clipping, on the back. 
 



Analyze the three single objects in three separate pictures using the criteria presented in the 
lectures: 
 
1.  A design that you do like that is, on the whole, a successful design.  
 

• Identify its intended functional purpose. Is form appropriate to function? 
• Identify its visual strengths and weaknesses in terms of the criteria.  
• Why does it appeal to your taste?  

  
2. A design that you don't like that is, on the whole, a successful design.  

• Identify its intended functional purpose. Is form appropriate to function? 
• Identify its visual strengths and weaknesses in terms of the criteria. 
• Why doesn't it appeal to your taste?  

 
3. A design that is, on the whole, not successful (whether or not you like it). 

• Identify its intended functional purpose. Is form appropriate to function? 
• Identify its visual strengths and weaknesses in terms of the criteria. 
• Why does or doesn't it appeal to your taste?  

 
DUE MONDAY OCTOBER 20 


